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Truancy
hitch

hailed

By CAROLINE SMITH

UNITINGCARE West haswelcomed
the State Government’s stalling of
an income-linked truancy trial in
Cannington, saying its implementa-
tion would push disadvantaged fam-
ilies further into the abyss.

“We're calling for the State Gov-
ernment not to sign this bill,” chief
executive Chris Hall said.

“Our observation is that this has
been an ill-conceived and poorly
thought-out idea - it’s about finding
aquickfix.”

Mr Hall said any intervention
which did not address the reasons
underlying child truancy would be
futile.

“You can’t just have one solu-
tion,” he said. “There’s evidence in
the UK and the US that single inter-
ventions have not been successful.”

Mr Hall said there were various
other practices that could fix the
problem of truancy with families.

“There’s a need for intensive
help which is home-based, and par-
enting skills programs,” he said.

The trial was to begin on Janu-
ary 1 this year and include 1050 par-
ents in the Cannington area, who
would face a 13-week suspension of
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Centrelink payments in the in-
stance of serial school truancy.

The legislation was introduced
by the Federal Government in Au-
gust last year, but needs a bilateral
agreement with the States before it
can go ahead.

The Barnett Government has
agreed toafirst phase, which covers
income management, but is yet to
signal how it will act on the second
phase, governing school truancy,
which was to come under Child Pro-
tection Minister Robyn Mec-
Sweeney’sjurisdiction.

“This is a complex issue and the
new State Government is still to de-
termine if the trial will deliver the
desired outcomes for students
whose families receive Centrelink
payments in the Cannington dis-
trict,” Ms McSweeney said.

Opposition spokeswoman for
child protection Sue Ellery has crit-
icised the uncertain position of the
trial, saying parents would be left
unaccountable if the trial did not go
ahead.

“The responsible way to proceed
isto putthe protocolsin placetopro-
tect the children, allow the trial to
proceed and make an assessment on
the basis of the evidence from the
trial.” she said.
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